
88 Resilience and Institutional Adaptation in a Context of Systemic Transformations

No. 43 ~ 2026

Corruption Perception, Investment and 
GDP Growth: A Comparative Econometric 

Analysis for Romania and Eu-27

Abstract: The paper examines the dynamics of sustainable development in the European Union and 

Romania, through the lens of the relationship between governance quality, institutional performance and 

the vulnerabilities generated by economic criminality and corruption. The analytical framework is struc-

tured around three Sustainable Development Goals selected for their complementarity in capturing the 

transmission mechanisms through which corruption and economic criminality generate economic and so-

cial costs: SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions), SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) 

and SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being). This selection is motivated by the fact that SDG 16 indicators 

directly reflect governance quality and the effectiveness of law enforcement mechanisms, SDG 8 indica-

tors capture economic performance and labour market dynamics, while SDG 3 indicators illustrate the 

indirect effects of corruption on population welfare through pressures on public financing and the quality 

of essential services. The research purpose is threefold: comparative analysis of the evolution of indicators 

associated with the three selected SDGs for all 27 EU member states; identification of the economic and so-

cial costs generated by corruption and economic criminality by correlating institutional performance with 

socio-economic outcomes; and econometric modelling of the relationship between the corruption perception 

index and real GDP per capita, with gross fixed capital formation as a control variable, applied compara-

tively for Romania and the EU-27 aggregate. The study adopts a quantitative, descriptive, comparative, 

and longitudinal approach, based on secondary data from official institutional sources: the Eurostat data-

base, the Corruption Perceptions Index by Transparency International, the National Institute of Statistics 
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Introduction

Social order, manifestations of criminality and the dynamics of armed conflicts represent 

interdependent dimensions of the contemporary international environment, reflecting persistent 

vulnerabilities of political and institutional systems. Recent developments indicate that stability 

and peace cannot be considered permanent outcomes but depend on the capacity of states and 

multilateral mechanisms to manage complex and interconnected risks.

establishes the Sustainable Development Goals (SD

representing a concrete global action plan oriented towards real and current problems, such as 

the eradication of poverty, reduction of inequalities, and environmental protection, all aimed at 

that, although development currently plays an essential role in all dimensions of life, human ac-

tivities carried out without a responsible approach can affect the balance capacity of the environ-

-

ing a good quality of life for both present and future generations.

of development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs, aiming to combine economic prosperity with social inclu-

European Commission, together with Eurostat and other agencies and member states, developed 

indicators to track the progress made by EU countries in meeting the SDGs.

the Sustainable Development Goals in the socio-economic domain, but these have not been cor-

related with action on climate and life on earth, which still represent challenges both locally and 

at the European level.

comprehensive indicators on which to base the analysis of economic inequalities, gross domestic 

product (GDP), household disposable income and household consumption, all of which are rel-

evant in establishing the material well-being of citizens.

data and the European Court of Human Rights reports. The econometric modelling uses OLS regression 

with HAC correction, estimated in EViews, yielding an R-squared of 73.12% for Romania. The results re-

veal that reducing corruption has a standardised impact on GDP per capita dynamics (beta = 0.386) exceed-

ing that of gross investment (beta = 0.351) in Romania, while for EU-27 the corruption impact is almost 

halved (beta = 0.199).

Key words: sustainable development, corruption, economic criminality, institutional gover-

nance, Corruption Perceptions Index, European convergence.

JEL: C22, D73, O43, O52.
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-

sence of efficient institutions, respect for international law and the collective commitment of the 

international community.

1. Literature review

Economic criminality and corruption are linked to white-collar crime, which has been dif-

of high socio-professional status in occupational or organisational contexts. Subsequently, the 

specialised literature nuanced this approach, shifting the emphasis from the profile of the per-

petrator to the typology of acts and the institutional mechanisms that facilitate their commission 

motivated by economic or professional gain, and not involving violence in its crude form. 

Institutional definitions tend to privilege operational criteria related to the nature of the acts, 

rather than the social status of the perpetrators. In this sense, approaches used in administrative 

-

ing of markets and public institutions.

In the EU, white-collar crimes are typically conceptualised as economic crimes committed 

in the context of commercial activity, such as fraud or embezzlement (Anderson, 2005).

Unlike conventional criminality, recent literature highlights the legal liability of organisa-

tional entities in economic crimes, extending the analysis from the individual level to corporate 

structures and internal governance mechanisms (Coffee Jr., 2021; Lund and Sarin, 2021).

-

tion of public and private resources, with effects on living standards and access to public services. 

complicates the definition of uniform welfare standards at the level of the European Union. 

-

peratives of environmental protection, given that the intensive exploitation of natural resources 

can generate negative long-term effects.

Ensuring equitable living conditions, access to adequate education and medical services, 

and maintaining a healthy environment are fundamental elements for guaranteeing intergenera-

tional welfare (Alexandrescu, Nica and Dumitru, 2011). At the same time, the intensification of 

debates about climate change has underlined their impact on national and regional economies, 

emphasising the need to integrate climate risks into development strategies.

A significant milestone in strengthening the sustainable development implementation 

framework was the third United Nations International Conference on Financing for Development, 

-

resources, stimulating private investment at national and international level, strengthening in-

ternational cooperation, promoting research, technology, and innovation, managing systemic 



91
Resilience and Institutional Adaptation in a Context of Systemic Transformations

No.43  ~ 2026

problems and leveraging international trade as a development vector (European Commission, 

2023). In 2017, the European Fund for Sustainable Development (EFSD) was established, together 

with its guarantee mechanism, under the EU’s External Investment Plan, with the role of mobilis-

with persistent differences in productivity, infrastructure, and access to public services. Regional 

policy approaches aim to reduce these gaps through differentiated interventions, adapted to local 

a comprehensive system of indicators, capable of capturing not only economic performance, but 

also the social, cultural, educational, health and environmental dimensions, as well as the geo-

graphical and regional specificities (Liu, Brown and Casazza, 2017). Such an approach enables 

integrated assessment of progress and the grounding of public policy decisions.

In conclusion, the economic literature reveals that promoting sustainable policies orient-

ed towards productive investments and long-term growth contributes to reducing territorial dis-

parities and consolidating economic and social cohesion (Atkinson and Bourguignon, 2001).

2. Data and methods

-

nomic outcomes and the well-being dimension, through the indicators associated with Sustainable 

-

how institutional vulnerabilities associated with corruption and economic criminality are reflect-

ed in economic performance and in the quality of social outcomes, as well as in the persistence of 

development differences between EU member states, with an emphasis on Romania’s positioning 

relative to the European average.

-

ysed over relevant time intervals, between 2012 and 2025, depending on the availability of data 

between EU member states.

the Eurostat database, which provides harmonised indicators for monitoring progress towards 

-

porting crime in the residential area, preventable and treatable mortality, real GDP per capita, 

are supplemented with information provided by the National Institute of Statistics for Romania 

indicator for governance quality and the level of perceived corruption in the public sector.
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Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Ireland, Greece, Spain, France, Croatia, Italy, Cyprus, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Luxembourg, Hungary, Malta, the Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 

Slovenia, Slovakia, Finland and Sweden, the selection enabling a comparative analysis between 

economies with different levels of development and heterogeneous institutional performance.

Data processing was carried out using Microsoft Excel and Power BI, used for organising 

data series, creating synoptic tables, and building graphical representations necessary for com-

statistics, comparison of levels between states and examination of trends, as well as the explor-

atory use of correlation analyses to identify associations between the indicators for SDG 16, SDG 

framework, starting from the theoretical hypothesis that institutional dysfunctions and economic 

criminality negatively affect economic performance and social welfare.

In interpreting the results, a series of methodological limitations were taken into account. 

Some of the indicators used have a perception character, which implies greater sensitivity to the 

political and media context, and the analysis has a predominantly descriptive and associative 

character, without allowing the formulation of causal relationships. Also, differences in period-

icity and methodology in data collection limit the possibility of building a unified econometric 

model for the entire sample and the entire analysed period.

SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

SDG 16 highlights fundamental governance principles relevant to the design and imple-

mentation of all 17 Sustainable Development Goals. However, despite the apparently universal 

-

tested, revealing a complex geopolitical landscape, marked by competing international priorities 

(Slotin and Elgin-Cossart, 2013). Developing countries expressed concerns that the SDGs could 

mitigation and development.

Political confrontations explain the sometimes-ambiguous messages embedded in the 12 

bottom-up approach to governance, many others are compatible with conceptions of a strong 

-

-

which states internally assume their own commitments regarding good governance (Jula & Jula, 

2000), or whether their efforts are concentrated mainly on collecting and reporting data for the 23 

indicators, more narrowly defined.
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Over the 10 years analysed, specifically the period 2015-2024, corruption perception in the 

European Union showed different evolutions depending on the region. Nordic countries, such 

-

2015 2016 2017 2018 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Belgium 77 77 75 75 75 76 73 73 73

Bulgaria 41 41 43 42 43 44 42 43 45 43

Czechia 56 55 57 56 54 54 56 57 56

Denmark 88 88 87 88 88

Germany 81 81 81 80 80 80 80 78 75

Estonia 70 70 71 73 74 75 74 74 76 76

Ireland 75 73 74 73 74 72 74 77 77 77

Greece 46 44 48 45 48 50 52

Spain 58 58 57 58 62 62 61 60 60 56

France 70 70 72 71 72 71 67

Croatia 51 48 47 47 47 50 50 47

Italy 44 47 50 52 53 53 56 56 56 54

Cyprus 61 55 57 58 57 53 52 53 56

Latvia 56 57 58 58 56 57 60

Lithuania 60 60 61 62 61 63

Luxembourg 85 81 82 81 80 80 81 77 78 81

Hungary 51 48 45 46 44 44 43 42 42 41

Malta 60 55 56 54 54 53 54 51 51 46

Netherlands 84 83 82 82 82 82 82 80 78

Austria 76 75 75 76 77 76 74 71 71 67

Poland 63 62 60 60 58 56 56 55 54 53

Portugal 64 62 63 64 62 61 62 62 61 57

Romania 46 48 48 47 44 44 45 46 46 46

Slovenia 60 61 61 60 60 60 57 56 56 60

Slovakia 51 51 50 50 50 52 53 54

Finland 85 85 86 85 88 87 87 88

Sweden 88 84 85 85 85 85 83 82 80

Table 1: Evolution of the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) in EU member states, 2015-2024

Source: EUROSTAT, Corruption Perceptions Index, extracted on 01/02/2026, last updated 25/04/2025.
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In Central and Eastern Europe, the situation was more fluctuating. In Hungary, the index 

the perception of higher corruption compared to the European average. In contrast, the Baltic 

institutions.

respectively, signalling a deterioration in the perception of institutional integrity.

-

-

tions and anti-corruption mechanisms.

Inequalities in access to health care services and fundamental health determinants persist on 

health services, and a considerable number of people do not benefit from essential medicines, 

-

tidimensional character of health and its interdependence with socio-economic and environmen-

tal factors. Although, since 2000, the impact of communicable diseases on global mortality has 

Health Organization, 2021b).

global health agenda. SDG 3, oriented towards ensuring a healthy life and promoting well-being 

for all age groups, goes beyond the narrower framework of the Millennium Development Goals 

by integrating non-communicable diseases and social determinants of health (Seidman, 2017). 

-

creased financing, and the stimulation of research and innovation, as well as developing the ca-

pacity of states to prevent and manage health risks (Papa et al., 2018).

-

reduction of maternal and infant mortality, reduction of deaths caused by HIV, tuberculosis and 

malaria, as well as the decrease of mortality associated with non-communicable diseases and oth-

-

interventions, supported by coherent public policies and effective implementation mechanisms.

Public funds allocated to health may be diverted or managed inefficiently, limiting investments 
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in medical infrastructure, medicines, and prevention programmes, directly affecting population 

access to essential services (Vian, 2008). Furthermore, fraud and corrupt public procurement af-

fect service quality, leading to inadequate equipment, expired medicines, or substandard treat-

ments, with a negative impact on patient safety and outcomes (Savedoff et al., 2012). Corruption 

also amplifies health inequalities, as financially resourced persons can access better services, 

while vulnerable groups remain unprotected, and prevention systems and responses to health 

context, corruption and economic criminality not only diminish the equity and quality of health 

entire population.

SDG 8: Decent work and economic growth

Nations in 2015, enshrines through SDG 8 the importance of promoting decent work and sus-

tainable economic growth, with the International Labour Organisation playing a central role in 

supporting and implementing these principles. Decent work, defined through the exercise of 

professional activity under conditions of freedom, equity, safety and respect for human dignity, 

constitutes both an essential factor of individual well-being and a structural determinant of sus-

trade, tourism and production at the international level.

Corruption and economic criminality are factors that undermine sustainable economic 

-

source allocation and the efficiency of public institutions, generating an unpredictable and costly 

business environment that discourages investments in physical and human capital, essential for 

nal, 

2024). In parallel, corruption affects the labour market, reducing participation in the formal sector 

and displacing the workforce towards informal activities characterised by precarious conditions 

-

cluding fraud and corrupt public procurement, undermines trust in institutions and creates un-

fair competition, affecting investment and productivity, fundamental elements for sustainable 

the effects of corruption and economic criminality on the quality of work and the rate of economic 

growth are predominantly negative, underlining the need for strong institutions and transpar-

ency in promoting SDG 8.



96 Resilience and Institutional Adaptation in a Context of Systemic Transformations

No. 43 ~ 2026

Europe reflect development gaps and underline the need for economic convergence policies.

2015 2016 2017 2018 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Belgium 40310 41030 41610 42400 42530 43860 44230 44440

Bulgaria 8130 8840 10250 10740 11330

Czechia 20760 21320 22050 21830 21680

Denmark 50810 53200 54630 53540 56780 56530 56470 58160

Germany 41230 41880 42020 43730 44230 43450 43110

Estonia 18650 20270 21650 22670 22370 21210 21060

Ireland 60210 60220 65370 71720 75820 87160 87810 88600

Greece 16100 16160 16430 16810 17210 15660 17110 18160 18600

Spain 24720 25420 26110 26620 23850 25440 26820 27150 27800

France 35370 35540 36140 36570 37160 34280 36470 37320 37760 38110

Croatia 11760 12320 13460 14020 14750 17060

Italy 30160 30470 30680 28100 30760 32310 32640 32880

Cyprus 21140 22410 23500 24630 27030 28730

Latvia 13750 14230 14850 15610 15820 15370 16580 16770

Lithuania 14630 15200 17030 17870

Luxembourg 102530 104020 103640 104310 107570 104100 102250 101000

Hungary 12530 12880 13460 14240 14370 15470 16160 16050

Malta 25520 28530 27870 31420 31400 33380 34730

Netherlands 45530 46380 48180 46810 51480 50660 50880

Austria 43200 43550 44260 45140 45730 42650 44580 46430 45670 45140

Poland 11870 12240 12870 13680 14310 14310 15380 15840 16470

Portugal 20020 20620 21150 22130 22350

Romania 10620 11260 11760 12130 13100

Slovenia 20170 20770 21830 22720 23330 22230 24040 24660 25120 25480

Slovakia 16000 16280 16730 17380 17760 17270 18320 18360 18750

Finland 40700 41640 43360 42740 43800 44010 43280 43110

Sweden 46220 46420 46700 47410 46180 48300 48270

Table 2: Evolution of real GDP per capita in the European Union, 2015-2024

Source: Generated from Eurostat data, indicator sdg_08_10 (Real GDP per capita), extracted on 07/02/2026.
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the Romanian economy. Despite this positive evolution, the absolute level remains significantly 

thus suggest that, to accelerate convergence with the EU average, Romania needs sustainable 

economic policies and strategic investments in infrastructure and productivity.

Between 2015 and 2024, the share of investment in GDP in EU member states showed di-

in 2023, frequently exceeding the EU average and ranking among the main contributors to invest-

ment relative to GDP.

2015 2016 2017 2018 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Belgium 23.15 23.52 23.50 23.77 24.23 24.03 24.17 24.25

Bulgaria 20.86 18.41 18.30 18.68 16.27 17.00

Czechia 25.68 24.31 23.73 24.85 25.77 25.54 26.24

Denmark 21.23 21.76 21.35 22.18 23.21 23.53 23.33

Germany 20.04 20.13 20.82 21.15 21.34 21.18 21.60 20.46

Estonia 24.05 25.40 26.58 26.62 31.18 25.16 25.41

Ireland 24.28 34.11 32.48 53.21 22.08 21.14 17.35

Greece 11.16 11.37 12.05 11.33 12.30 15.72 15.88 16.04

Spain 18.30 20.31 20.62 20.20 20.47

France 20.56 21.42 21.88 22.42 22.44 23.48 22.83 22.10

Croatia 22.35 21.66 24.75 25.20

Italy 17.08 17.58 18.13 18.20 20.77 21.78 22.66 22.15

Cyprus 12.83 18.03 18.58 18.68 20.82 20.37 20.55

Latvia 22.31 20.17 21.53 22.72 23.03 24.02 22.41

Lithuania 20.14 21.20 21.43 22.47 22.44 23.82 22.41

Luxembourg 17.31 17.28 17.81 16.15 18.05 17.18 18.15 16.60 16.07 15.38

Hungary 22.32 24.88 27.12 26.45 27.26 27.54 25.37 23.06

Malta 23.66 21.32 18.70 20.08 22.33 18.47

Netherlands 21.81 21.27 20.47 20.35

Austria 23.32 23.85 24.31 25.08 25.13 25.86 25.21 23.55

Table 3: Investment share of GDP in EU member states, 2015-2024 (%)
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Poland 20.24 18.35 17.47 18.76 18.40 16.44 17.04

Portugal 15.65 15.73 17.83 18.43 20.50 20.57 20.44

Romania 23.04 22.88 21.21 23.26 23.46 24.50 25.12 26.55

Slovenia 17.78 20.20 21.60

Slovakia 24.32 21.66 21.27 21.34 21.68 21.14 20.42

Finland 21.42 23.05 24.42 24.66 24.42 24.66 23.40 22.05

Sweden 23.24 23.87 24.58 24.61 23.84 24.53 25.12 25.41 25.11

Source: Eurostat, table sdg_08_11, Investment share of GDP by institutional sectors, data extracted on 09/02/2026.

-

-

stant values, indicating a stability of the investment structure.

-

economic growth in the EU, and the Central and Eastern European countries, through their high 

Between 2015 and 2024, the share of investment in GDP in Romania was relatively high 

-

-

-

quently exceeding the EU average and suggesting a consolidation of medium-term economic 

post-crisis investment and a significant potential for stimulating economic development.

and the corruption perception index for Romania

represents a central domain of contemporary institutional economics, especially in the context of 

understood as the abusive use of public office for private purposes, generates distortions in re-

source allocation, affects the efficiency of investments and erodes trust in institutions, with direct 

implications for economic growth and the well-being of the population. In this framework, the 

corruption perception index (CPI) constitutes a relevant proxy for evaluating the quality of the 
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institutional environment, and the analysis of its impact on GDP per capita offers a quantitative 

perspective on the link between governance and economic development.

perception of corruption within the logic of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) has been 

of corruption and the consolidation of public institutions. Indirectly, however, institutional qual-

perception and GDP per capita can be seen as an evaluation of a mechanism by which institu-

tional development can accelerate or impede economic growth.

From a theoretical perspective, the specialised literature highlights several channels 

through which corruption affects macroeconomic performance. First, corruption reduces alloca-

tive efficiency by distorting the competitive mechanism and favouring certain economic agents 

at the expense of others, not on productivity criteria, but on access to informal influence net-

works. Second, corruption affects capital formation by discouraging private investments, increas-

diminishing the multiplier impact of public investments.

In this context, using GDP per capita as the dependent variable reflects the option for a 

synthetic indicator of the level of economic development, internationally comparable and rele-

vant for evaluating real convergence. GDP per capita captures the aggregate result of the process-

es of accumulation and utilisation of production factors, as well as of the institutional efficiency 

that mediates these processes. In relation to the SDGs, the evolution of GDP per inhabitant can be 

interpreted as an outcome indicator of economic progress, influenced by the institutional frame-

work and by the capacity of the economic system to transform resources into added value.

-

growth models, gross capital formation constitutes a fundamental determinant of the dynamics 

of product per inhabitant. Omitting this variable would lead to an incomplete specification and 

potentially distorted estimators, because the premise is that corruption perception can influence 

economic growth, but this process is essentially conditioned by specific factors such as invest-

ment, employment and technical progress. Including investment and an autoregressive factor 

allows the isolation of the net effect of corruption perception on the level of development.

an economy in the process of real and institutional convergence and an aggregate representative 

for economies with different, but generally higher, levels of GDP per capita and institutional 

-

ic growth dynamics in the analysed period, but also fluctuations in the corruption perception in-

dex and challenges in consolidating the rule of law. Comparing the estimated effects for the two 
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entities provides indications regarding the intensity of the link between institutional quality and 

economic performance in different development contexts.

4.1. Econometric models

From a methodological point of view, the econometric models are built to evaluate the 

relationship between an institutional variable (CORR) and a macroeconomic indicator (GDP per 

-

fect of a variation in the corruption perception index on the level of GDP per inhabitant, under 

-

usually indicates a reduction in corruption perception) should, ceteris paribus, be associated with 

a higher level of GDP per capita, reflecting a more favourable institutional environment for eco-

nomic growth (Jula & Jula, 2026).

starting from the variables GDP per capita and gross investment in relative values compared to 

the interval 2012-2024. Although the choice of period was determined by data availability in the 

Eurostat platform, this interval is considered relevant for several reasons. First, the post-2012 

financial crisis, offering a relatively homogeneous macroeconomic framework. Second, the pe-

-

ience and the capacity of states to manage public resources under conditions of high uncertainty. 

A first group of models was built for time series calculated as relative values, with base 

-

models. Dummy variables were included to separate the influence of the periods affected by the 

-

erwise; similarly, for d2021.

EU-27).
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Given the fact that the sample size is relatively small, the HAC (Heteroskedasticity and 

Autocorrelation Consistent Covariances) option was used for robustness, in estimating the error 

covariance matrix.

-

Economically, the impact of the corruption perception index on the dynamics of real GDP 

of increasing GDP per capita. Also, the impact of increasing gross investment, evaluated through 

gross fixed capital formation (relative values compared to 2020), has the anticipated positive sign.

structure was maintained.
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As for the first model, the HAC option was used for estimating the error covariance matrix. 

impact, then we can interpret the significance through the one-sided t-statistic test, which means 

Economically, the impact of the corruption perception index on the dynamics of real GDP 

fixed capital formation (relative values compared to 2020), is significant and has the anticipated 

positive sign.

-

ables are different. Under these conditions, the calculation of standardised coefficients by scaling 
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It is interesting that the impact of gross investment on gross domestic product per capita (in 

-

tions, both in Romania and as a European average level.

(increasing the CORR index) by one standard deviation is associated in Romania with 0.386 stan-

4.2. Analysis and interpretation of empirical results

highlight a positive and statistically significant relationship between the corruption perception 

results confirm the theoretical hypothesis that both capital accumulation and institutional quality 

represent relevant determinants of economic performance, in accordance with the literature in 

the domain of growth theory and institutional economics.

Regarding the non-standardised coefficients, gross investment exerts a positive effect on 

is higher for EU-27, which reflects the differences in scale and level of macroeconomic variables. 

EU-27 economies operate at a higher level of GDP per inhabitant, so that variations in investment 

translate into larger absolute changes in product per inhabitant. However, the direct comparison 

of gross-form coefficients is limited by the structural heterogeneity and differences in dispersion 

of the statistical series.

-

tion of institutions, the reduction of rent-seeking and the increase of transparency contribute to a 

more efficient allocation of resources and to the increase of aggregate productivity. Although the 

non-standardised coefficient is higher for EU-27, this difference must be interpreted with caution, 

in the context of differences in level and volatility.



104 Resilience and Institutional Adaptation in a Context of Systemic Transformations

No. 43 ~ 2026

For evaluating the relative intensity of the impact, the analysis of standardised coeffi-

cients provides more relevant information. In the case of investment, the standardised values are 

increase of one standard deviation in gross investment determines an increase of approximately 

-

clusion that emerges is that the investment mechanism functions with comparable intensity in the 

two economic spaces. Even if the absolute levels differ, the relative elasticity of the product per 

inhabitant with respect to investment dynamics is similar, which suggests a functional conver-

gence of the capital-growth transmission channel.

-

a relative impact of almost double on GDP per capita in Romania compared to the European 

Union average. From an economic perspective, the result can be interpreted in the logic of mar-

ginal returns of institutional reforms. In economies in a process of consolidating the rule of law 

and strengthening governance mechanisms, the improvement of the perception of institutional 

integrity generates more consistent macroeconomic gains. In contrast, in economies already char-

acterised by high levels of institutional quality, additional variations produce smaller marginal 

effects.

hierarchy of determinants. In Romania, the relative impact of the corruption perception index 

exceeds the impact of gross investment, suggesting that the institutional dimension plays a domi-

nant role in explaining the variation in GDP per capita. In the case of EU-27, investment and in-

configuration indicates that, in developed economies, economic growth is supported to a greater 

extent by the accumulation and efficiency of capital, while in emerging or converging economies, 

institutional reform can constitute an essential catalyst of growth.

-

formance. In the case of Romania, the relatively high elasticity of GDP per capita with respect to 

CORR suggests that progress in the direction of improving governance can generate substan-

tial economic effects, comparable to or even superior to those associated with material invest-

strengthening administrative capacity can have a multiplier effect on economic development.

Conclusions

the European Union and Romania, through the lens of the relationship between governance qual-
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analysis of the indicators associated with SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions), SDG 8 

-

tence of persistent structural gaps between EU member states, with Romania consistently posi-

tioned below the European average for several of the analysed indicators.

Regarding SDG 16, the results highlight that Romania records a long-term stagnation of 

the Corruption Perceptions Index, with oscillating values between 44 and 48 points in the period 

-

by the European Court of Human Rights in the period 2015-2024 signals persistent systemic prob-

suggesting the effectiveness of some targeted public safety policies, without however reflecting 

an equivalent improvement in the quality of institutional governance as a whole.

-

ties in health between EU states. Romania is at a level of standardised preventable and treatable 

mortality of approximately twice the European average throughout the entire period 2013-2022, 

-

existing vulnerabilities of the health system and deepened regional gaps, with disproportionately 

-

funding of health systems, amplified by inefficiency risks and non-compliant practices associated 

with corruption, generates significant economic and human costs, with direct implications for the 

state’s capacity to achieve SDG 3 targets.

-

-

highest in the EU, and the absolute level of GDP per capita continues to be significantly below the 

European average, highlighting that the convergence pace is insufficient to rapidly recover the 

-

tion confirms the tendency for more stable and sustained economic performance to be associated 

with better governance quality and more efficient public institutions.

-

tionship between institutional quality, investment, and economic growth, carried out separately 
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