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The performance of companies in today’s 
globalized world

Abstract: Corporations represent a vital pillar in nowadays-globalized economy and, simultaneous-

ly, constitute an essential engine in the globalization process. Worldwide, their supremacy is tougher to be 

challenged as their dominance has a great overall impact on the economic, social and even political factors. 

In this ever so constant pursuit of becoming the supreme leader, the competition between them manifests 

itself as a fierce one.

The focus of the paper is to highlight and analyse the evolution of the first ten corporations around the 

world for 2018-2022 based on their total revenues, profits, assets and number of employees. The research 

methodology employed in this research is quantitative, based on secondary data from reports (ranks) and 

articles. Findings show and intense that even in challenging times such as the COVID-19 pandemic, about 

the same companies around the world continue to show their supremacy, adapting their tactics to contexts 

that exhibit disruptive change and, thus, showing robustness and flexibility at the same time. There is also 

a notable competition between the world’s two super powers, the United States of America and China.
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1. Introduction

Corporations shape the way the world looks like nowadays and represent a vital pillar in 

this market consolidation, the power found in the hands of corporations led them towards claims 

for incredible portions of the worldwide markets through the implementation of competitive 

players in terms of economic development and prosperity beyond the country boundaries, corpo-

rations possess a huge capacity for wealth and power accumulation, generating an asymmetrical 

Concentrated economic power is not a new phenomenon and it takes place in an increas-

upon the world is greater than ever before. It is a fact that the concentration and dominance of 

-

paper is focused on conclusions.

2. Literature review

the sector of activity of the criteria used to rank them, especially because the global economy 

-

-

nomic results, managing to maintain and even improve their performance, proves their capacity 

to be adaptable, robust, sustainable and to be “capable of withstanding perturbations associated 

-
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-

-

nies in the world, providing the possibility to compare their evolution over longer periods and, 

-

tributes to a better understanding of the situation at the global level and provides a good picture 

of how corporations generate and amass wealth and power, whilst providing examples of best 

practices.

 

3. Research methodology

-

revenues, profits, assets and number of employees comes form secondary sources of data such as 

-

criteria such as profit, assets and number of employees using the online tools provided on their 

the literature review. 

4. Results and discussions

-
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Table 1: The 2018 top 10 companies in the world by revenues

Rank Company name Revenues (mil-
lion dollars)

Country Sector

U.S. Retailing

China Energy

China Energy

China Energy

5 Royal Dutch Shell Energy

Japan

7

BP Britain Energy

Exxon Mobil U.S. Energy

Berkshire Hathaway U.S. Financial

Source: Adapted from Fortune Magazine, 2020 and Fortune Media IP Limited.

Table 2: The 2018 top 10 companies in the world by profits

Rank Company name Profits (mil-
lion dollars)

Country Sector

Apple U.S.

Britain

Berkshire Hathaway U.S. Financial

Bank of China
China Financial

5 Samsung Electronics South Korea

China Construction Bank China Financial

7 U.S.
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U.S.

Agricultural Bank of China China Financial

Bank Of China China Financial

Source: Adapted from Fortune Magazine, 2020 and Fortune Media IP Limited.

-

Table 3: The 2018 top 10 companies in the world by assets

Rank Company name Assets (million 
dollars)

Country Sector

China Financial

China Construction Bank China Financial

Fannie Mae U.S. Financial

Agricultural Bank of China China Financial

5 Bank Of China China Financial

Japan Financial

7 Japan Post Holdings Japan Financial

U.S. Financial

HSBC Holdings Britain Financial

France Financial

Source: Adapted from Fortune Magazine, 2020 and Fortune Media IP Limited.

retailing colossus and the second ranked com-

in terms of number of companies situated within the top ten by number of employees (plac-

-
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Table 4: The 2018 top 10 companies in the world by number of employees

Rank Company name Number of 
employees

Country Sector

U.S. Retailing

China Energy

China

China Energy

5 Hon Hai Precision Industry

China Energy

7

Britain Business Services

U.S. Postal Service U.S.

U.S.

Source: Adapted from Fortune Magazine, 2020 and Fortune Media IP Limited.

-

China is dominating the rank, placing three companies, followed by the US with two com-

Table 5: The 2019 top 10 companies in the world by revenues

Rank Company name Revenues (million 
dollars)

Country Sector

U.S. Retailing

China Energy

Royal Dutch Shell Energy

China Energy

5 China Energy

Saudi Aramco Saudi Arabia Energy

7 BP Britain Energy

Exxon Mobil U.S. Energy
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Japan

Source: Adapted from Fortune Magazine, 2020 and Fortune Media IP Limited.

-

Table 6: The 2019 top 10 companies in the world by profits

Rank Company name Profits (mil-
lion dollars)

Country Sector

Saudi Aramco Saudi Arabia Energy

Apple U.S.

China Financial

Samsung Electronics South Korea

5 China Construction Bank China Financial

U.S. Financial

7 Alphabet U.S.

Agricultural Bank of China China Financial

Bank of America Corp. U.S. Financial

Bank of China China Financial

Source: Adapted from Fortune Magazine, 2020 and Fortune Media IP Limited.

-

pared to the tenth company, China Development Bank.

China dominates the rank, placing half of the companies from the top ten, followed by 
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Rank Company name Assets (mil-
lion dollars)

Country Sector

China Financial

Fannie Mae U.S. Financial

China Construction Bank China Financial

Agricultural Bank of China China Financial

5 Bank of China China Financial

Japan Financial

7 U.S. Financial

Japan Post Holdings Japan Financial

HSBC Holdings Britain Financial

China Development Bank China Financial

Source: Adapted from Fortune Magazine, 2020 and Fortune Media IP Limited.

 

China is dominating the rank, placing four companies out of the top ten, closely followed 

minates the rank with three active companies.

 companies in the world by number of employees

Rank Company name Number of employees Country Sector

U.S. Retailing

China Energy

China

China Energy

5 Hon Hai Precision Industry

7 U.S. Retailing

China Energy

Britain B u s i n e s s 
Services

U.S. Postal Service U.S.

Source: Adapted from Fortune Magazine, 2020 and Fortune Media IP Limited.
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China is dominating the rank, placing three companies on this rank.

six companies.

Rank Company name Revenues (million dollars) Country Sector

U.S. Retailing

China Energy

China Energy

China Energy

5 Royal Dutch Shell Energy

Saudi Aramco Saudi Arabia Energy

7 M o t o r 

Parts

BP Britain Energy

U.S. Retailing

Japan M o t o r 

Parts

Source: Adapted from Fortune Media IP Limited.

-
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Table 10: The 2020 top 10 companies in the world by profits

Rank Company name Profits (million dollars) Country Sector

Saudi Aramco Saudi Arabia Energy

U.S. Financial

Apple U.S.

Bank of China
China Financial

5 Microsoft U.S.

China Construction Bank China Financial

7 JPMorgan Chase U.S. Financial

Alphabet U.S.

Agricultural Bank of China China Financial

Bank of America U.S. Financial

Source: Adapted from Fortune Media IP Limited.

-

million.

Table 11: The 2020 top 10 companies in the world by assets

Rank Company name Assets (million dollars) Country Sector

Bank of China
China Financial

China Construction Bank China Financial

Agricultural Bank of China China Financial

Fannie Mae U.S. Financial

5 Bank of China China Financial

Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Japan Financial

7 HSBC Holdings Britain Financial

JPMorgan Chase U.S. Financial

Japan Post Holdings Japan Financial

Bank of America U.S. Financial

Source: Adapted from Fortune Media IP Limited.
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ten by number of employees.

employees.

Table 12: The 2020 top 10 companies in the world by number of employees

Rank Company name Number of employees Country Sector

U.S. Retailing

China Energy

China

China Energy

5 U.S. Retailing

Hon Hai Precision Industry

7

Britain B u s i n e s s 
Services

China Energy

US Postal Service U.S.

Source: Adapted from Fortune Media IP Limited.

-

most complete dominance of the same companies (besides Saudi Aramco who has replaced in 

year and managing to constantly increase their revenues even in more challenging times (the 

-
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Bank of China, China Construction Bank and Agricultural Bank of China. Considering their 

country of origin, even though there is a strong clash between China and the United States of 

most representative throughout the period.

the world based on their assets for the analysed period.

Based on their number of employees, the same companies are found within the top ten 

-

ber of companies who activate in a specific sector, then energy is the most relevant.

5. Conclusions

Regardless the context, truly big companies show that they are able to adapt to almost any 

between almost the same companies (mainly each competing specifically based on each of the 

China and the United States of America.
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