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Introduction
-

vironment’s role in the context of economic 
-

tion that exist at present in the marketplace: 
and sustainable development. In addition 
the paper stresses the role of the economic 
integration and of the European Union at an 
international level and emphasises some of 
the elements belonging to the specificities of 
Europe’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
and sustainable development. Moreover, it 
takes into consideration Europe’s Common 

-
dictions and perspectives for 2020 and 2030.

-
ment in the context of economic 
integration – a correlation with com-

The first part of this study is centred on 
presenting and furthermore emphasising the 
role of the business environment in the con-

-
-

able development.
is created 

-
ternal forces able to influence the existence 
and the functioning of a business. Among the 
main factors that influence the business en-
vironment, in general, can be mentioned ele-
ments such as the global environment and the 

-
litical, legal, economic, social, technological 

circumstances1 . 
 is, in es-

sence, the development of economic inter-
and methods that provide continuity, deep-
ening economic exchanges. The economic 
integration helps all the national economies 

-
larities into an organism diverse in presen-
tation, but unitary and homogeneous in its 
functionality2 (see, in this case, Figure no. 1: 
„The business environment and the economic 
integration – a correlation with competition, 
globalization, economic growth and sustain-
able development”).

In this context, business environment 
and economic integration are profoundly in-

-
sustainable development3 4 :

 Competition is the central element of 
all the economic agents in the marketplace, 
and maximize their profits.

  should be regarded as 
large/absolute market believed to be strong 
1 In the opinion of specialists V. Manole, M. Stoian, 

-
2 -

3 In the opinion of Viorel Cornescu (colectiv de au-

4 -
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enough to eliminate various forms of eco-
nomic isolation.

 Economic growth is considered by 
specialists a reversible process, having a self 
– sustaining nature.

  development is a process 
-

vironmental protection are based on a com-
-
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role of the European Union at an in-
ternational level
The economic integration takes various 

-
nomic integration – various forms/stages”). 

-
tion is achieved through the economic rela-
the degree of interpenetration of their econo-
mies there exist five stages of economic inte-
gration5 :

Area”: it is characterized by eliminating tariff 
5 Taking into consideration the ideas presented by 

eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/index_ro.htm, ac-

and non-tariff trade barriers or by adopting 
a commercial policy specific to each country 
participating.

-
ic integration is known as the „Customs 
Union”: it is characterized by eliminating 
customs’ inspection and practicing a common 
external tariff by all participating countries.

-
ic integration is known as the „Economic 

it is characterized by the 
free movement of goods and services, coop-
eration in transport, telecommunications.

-
ic integration is known as the „Common 
Market”: it is characterized by the liberaliza-
tion and the movement of production factors.
integration is known as the „Economic and 
Monetary Union”: it is characterized by the 
existence of a single currency and a Common 
Central Bank.



No. 24 ~ 2016

 should 
be seen as an independent community of 
European countries that decided to create a 
unity based on political, economic, cultur-
al and social common values on the 7th of 

February 1992, after signing the Maastricht 
Treaty (the Netherlands)  .
 Taking into account the details presented by Ghe-

-
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The European Union’s main institu-
tions are7 (see, in this case, Figure no. 3: „The 
European Union’s main institutions”):
7 Taking into account the details presented by Ghe--

-pa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/index_ro.htm, 
http://europa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/eu-ropean-parliament/index_ro.htm, http://europa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-council/index_ro.htm, http://europa.eu/about-eu/instituti-ons-bodies/european-commission/index_ro.htm, http://europa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/court-justice/index_ro.htm, http://europa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/court-auditors/index_
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3. Europe’s Common Agricultural 

Europe’s Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) is the first policy developed by the 
European Community, being considered the 
key trigger/link of the European unification8 .

Europe’s Common Agricultural Policy 
good/proper food at affordable prices and, 
in the same time, encouraging individuals 
to get much more implicated in agricultural 
activities9.

In this regard, Europe’s Common 
Agricultural Policy can be seen as an in-
European Union due to budgetary resourc-
es taken from agriculture, customs duties, a 
part of the value added taxes (VAT) collected 
from the revenue by states and a financial 
contribution given by the member states10 .
8 See, in this matter, Marius Profiroiu, Alina Pro-

-
9 According to the information presented at http://
ec.europa.eu/agriculture/index_ro.htm, in the ar-

10 As presented in Viorel Cornescu (colectiv de au-

There are several elements that should 
-

ing Europe’s Common Agricultural Policy 
(see, in this case, Chart no. 1: „Agricultural 
Labour Input Statistics”):

 Its main objective is to preserve an 
and social feature, considered heterogeneous 
socially and economically, multifunctional 
encouraging competitiveness on the market11 
to be the only fully integrated policy of the 
single market. The principle that led to the 
the one stating that, due to its specificities, 
agriculture itself, seen as an economic sector, 
is not capable to operate alone in an environ-

12.
 Agriculture represents an economic 

particularities, able to act in a free market.
11  See, in this matter, Helen Wallace, William 

12 According to the data analyzed by Gabriel Po-
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Europe’s Common Agricultural Policy 
-

spectives for 2020 and 2030

The main objectives that take into con-
sideration Europe’s sustainable development 
features refer to :

 The effective functioning of the na-
tional energy system in a safe manner;

 The reduction in emissions in various sectors by implementing and using standard methods of allocation and certificates; -mate change; -plementing and modifying existing and fu-

climate change Acting in a modern and competitive 
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 Identifying the needs of individuals;

 Increasing both the production as 
-

ous action);
 Improving the environmental 

conditions;
 Promoting sustainable practices in 

agriculture and at the economy’s level, in 
general;

 Reducing poverty by providing better 
access to education, better infrastructure and 
basic services, leading to a higher standard of 
living.

Concussions
Sustainable development and Europe’s 

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) consider 
-

ucts in the context for the need to create a sin-
gle market in the European Union. 

The desired actions are concentrated 
on diminishing and even desirably on elimi-
reforming Europe’s Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP).
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